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'These inscriptions, and many others dispersed over
the palace, prove that there is very little of it re-
maining that is not the work of Abulhaghagh or of
Abouabdoulah.
' Having thus completed the tour of the upper apart-
ments, which are upon a level with the offices of the new
palace, you descend to the lower floor, which consisted
of bedchambers and summer-rooms: the back-stairs and
passages, that facilitated the intercourse between them,
are without number. The most remarkable room below
is the king's bedchamber, which communicated, by
means of a gallery, with the upper story. The beds
were placed on two alcoves, upon a raised pavement of
blue and white tiles; but as it has been repaired by
Philip V., who passed some time here, I cannot say how
it may have been in former times. A fountain played
in the middle, to refresh the apartment in hot weather.
Behind the alcoves are small doors that conduct you to
the royal baths. These consist in one small closet, with
marble cisterns for washing children, two rooms for
grown-up persons, and vaults for boilers and furnaces,
that supplied the baths with water and the stoves with
vapour. The troughs are formed of large slabs of white
marble; the walls are beautified with parti-coloured
earthenware; light is admitted by holes in the coved
ceiling.
' Hard by is a whispering-gallery, and a kind of laby-
rinth, said to have been made for the diversion of women
and children.
6 One of the passages of communication is fenced off
with a strong iron grate, and called the prison of the
Sultana; but it seems more probable that it was put up
to prevent anybody from climbing up into the women's
quarter.
1 Under the council-room is a long slip, called the king's